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Executive Summary

Hornsby West Side Pre cinct incorporates a number of heritage items and contributory items
within a conservation area which contribute the architectural quality and village character of
the streetscapes. The heritage values have been identified as a key public interest by th e
local community and a necessity for the current run-down appearance to be changed.

Hornsby West Side is historically and socially significant for its association with the opening of
the railway and as an extant example of the earliest commercial precinct in Hornsby.

The Urban Design Analysis Report prepared by JBA provides a key set of principles for the
proposed revitalisation and redevelopment of the area. F urther planning controls should be
incorporated into the relevant section of the draft Hornsby Development Control Plan to retain
the heritage aspects of the precinct and guide future sustainable development.

History of the Peats Ferry Road and Coronation Street Hornsby area

In 184 8, a road was cleared from P earces Cornerto P eats Ferry, desce nding to the
Hawkesbury River at Kan garoo Point. The road was called Pe ats Ferry Ro ad after the
George Peat who established Peat’s Ferry. The Pacific Highway name was adopted in 1931.

The railway line from Strathfield to Hornsby Junction was opened in 1886 and this led to the
sub-division and sale of | and around the railway lin e. The sale of lands led to the arrival of
shops on the west side of the railway station.

The group o f building s within Coronat ion St reet/Jersey Road f orm the ea rliest sh opping
precinct in Hornsby, although Coronation Street was originally called Burdett St. It forms part
of the hi storic village of Horn sby and has continued their o riginal use for over one hundred
years. The Railway Hotel and the Post Office are rebuilds

In 1889 the Rail way Hotel was built an d in 1894 Th omas Willington and hi s brother William
Alfred built the first shop in Hornsby (num ber 5 Coron ation St). The busi ness was calle d
Hornsby Junction Emporium and was owned by Willington & Co. In 1904 Tho mas Willington
transferred the title of the shop to William’s wife Priscilla Jane Willington, who continued to
run the store for many years.
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Also in 1894, Catherine Fitzgerald wife of James, an established storekeeper purchased the
block of | and atthe corner of Coronation and Jersey Stre ets, opposite the rail way Hotel
(numbers 9 and 11).

In 1896 the Sydenham fa mily built rental acco mmodation, both commercial a nd domestic, at
numbers 1 and 3 Coronation Street. For many years number 1 was rented by Arthur Smith, a
baker and confectio ner, while numb er 3 was leased to James Miners who ran a drapers
emporium until he built his own shop in 1901 on the Pacific Highway. After Miners moved out
a chemist and dentist then rented the premises where he worked and also lived with his wife
and family.

At the time of Federatio n Hornsby’s only shops were six on the northern side of Coro nation
Street and one on the Pacific Highway. By 1912 the shops on the southern side of Coronation
Street had been built.

Development along th e Pacific Highway dates from ¢.1901 and by 1903 a number of shops
had be en e stablished b etween High Street and Horn sby P ark. Thi s in cluded g rocers,
saddlers, a b utchers shop, bootmaker, fruit shop and newsagent. Although m uch altered a
number of these shops are still in situ.

MRS

Figure 2: ¢c1913 view of Peats Ferry Road looking south (Source: Hornsby Library Local Studies
Collection)
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Figure 3: ¢c1930 view of Peats Ferry Road looking south
(Source: Hornsby Library Local Studies Collection)

Description

Hornsby We st Side i s characterised by the historic 19th cent ury an d ea rly 20th centu ry
parapeted shop fronts a nd first floo rawni ngs ov erhanging th e pavem ent. The villa ge
atmosphere of the to wn centre is brought about by the * High Street’ character, forming a
distinct com mercial an d civ ic t own centre. Lan dscaped area s withi n stre etscapes al so
contribute to the overall character of the precinct.

The exterio r of the buildings a ppear to be su bstantially intact above the a wnings. Majo r
alternations appear to have been made to internal spaces for current and past uses; however,
further investigation is required to determine what significant fabric retains.

Select buildi ngs within th e are a may also retain significant internal spaces and featu res,
including the ‘Pair of Federation Period Shops’, property No. 1-3 Jersey Street (heritage item |
486) and The Browsery Cottage, property No. 5 Jersey Street (heritage Item | 487). Ho rnsby
Cinema, property No. 155 Pacific Highway (heritage item | 502).

Heritage Significance

Hornsby West Side incorp orates the Peats Ferry Road (Pacific Highway) Precinct within the
heritage liste d Ho rnsby We st Side Heritage Conservation A rea. Th e Pe ats Fe rry Ro ad
Precinct i s i dentified as the old Hornsby town centre andis strongly defined as a civic,
commercial and pa rk p recinct. It retains buil dings from its e arly develop ment, includi ng
original 19th century and early 20th century commercial buildings and an attra ctive collection
of civic buildings, including the Hornsby Court House and Council Chambers.

The Precinctis of lo cal historical sig nificance for its asso ciation with th e d evelopment of
Hornsby as a railway town, its role within the ol d town centre and b eing one of the few
surviving streetscapes of early commercial buildings in Hornsby Shire Council.

Hornsby West Side includes 15 built heritage listed items and is located within the immediate
vicinity of 10 heritage listed built and landscape items. A n umber of contributory items also
contribute the architectural quality and village character of the streetscapes.
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Figure 4: Hornsby West Side heritage listed items and heritage conservation area

Importance to the Community
During the recent community consultation survey, the local community identified the heritage
characteristics of Hornsb y West Side to be one of the key importa  ntaspect sinthei r
appreciation of the precinct. These included:

e The Oden Cinema building;

e The village character and atmosphere; and

e The heritage facades within the streetscape

The respon dents of th e survey al so id entified the current rund own a ppearance a nd poor
physical condition of the buildings to be the key aspects of the area to be changed.

Accordingly, the heritage considerations for the conservation, protection and restoration of the
historic facades and village character of the streetscape are the important values held by the
local community, and should be retained.

Revitalisation and Redevelopment
It is important that the inte grity of the heritage items and character of the precinct be retained
while providing opportunity for revitalisation and redevelopment.
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Accordingly, a he ritage impact statement should be prepared and submitted with any future
development application for the p recinct to indica te the he ritage values of the area, identify
the co nstraints an d op portunities f orr edevelopmenta nd guide sympathetic futu re
development.

The Urban Design Analysis Report prepared by JBA provides a brief summary of the heritage
aspects considered for th e revitalisation and redevelopment project. The report includes an
outline of the heritag e listed it ems, the extent of the herit age con servation areaa nd 5
Heritage and Fagade Retention principles to guide the future redevelopment:
e Ensure that development located i n the vicinity of a h eritage item is d esigned and
sited to have regard to the heritage significance of the item and its setting.
e Encourage the retention of significant heritage items.
e Facilitate adaptive re-use of heritage items where appropriate.
e Retain high quality facade s where possibleto help mai ntain the tra ditional
streetscape character and experience of the precinct.
o New development interfacing with heritage items or retained facad es should emulate
the scale and rhythm of the retained building to contribute the overall character of the
West Side Precinct.

Council obtains only limite d information prepared in 1993 a's part of the initial Hornsby Shire

Heritage Study on the historical background and importance of t he individual buildings. The
Heritage chapter of the draft Hornsby Development Control Plan provides planning controls
for commercial he ritage it ems, however th ere a re no sp ecific guidelines fo r sympathetic
development within the heritage listed commercial precinct.

As su ch, further prescripti ve measu res/planning co ntrols should be incorpo rated into the
Hornsby We st Side Conservation Are a section (9.3.7) of the draft Hornsby Development
Control Plan as outlined below:

1. Fabric and Setting

Development controls should retain original shop fronts, a wnings and upp er fagade detail s
such as parapets, origi nal signs, veranda h’s an d en courage sympatheti ¢ contem porary
changes. T he aim isto co nserve the significant and contri butory item s, inco rporate
sympathetic maintenance and rep airs; and e nhance the existin g places through sympathetic
alterations and additions through new work that contributes positively to the streetscape.

e Original pa rapet facad es should be retained ab ove the grou nd floor and any
existing upper storey levels.

e The definition between individual buildings at the ground floor should be retained.

¢ Unsympathetic air-conditioning units should be removed.

e Reconstruction of original awnings and window openings should be encouraged.

e Colour schemes for repainting should be based on historical evidence or period
colour charts.

e The painted brick side elevations of Shop — No. 171 Pacific Highway (heritage
item |1 506) a nd The Junction Stores — No.173 Pacific Highway (h eritage item |
507) facing Dural Lane are contributory to the early twentieth century character of
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the street scape and sho uld be retai ned. Original features (such a s win dow
openings and chimneys) should be retained.

2. Uses
The continual use of the buildings as commercial premises is of high historical significance.

e Original uses for particular buildings (i.e Bank — Nos. 185 Pacific Hi ghway and 193
Pacific Highway) should be encouraged.

e Commercial use should be retained at ground floor level.

o Mixed use of residential and commercial should be encouraged for upp er storey
levels.

3. Future Developments

New infill development must consider the adjacent development and should not copy or mimic
historic b uildings, rather pick up aspects of the character of the surrounding buildings and
incorporate these in a creative manner into the design.

Additional storeys should be set back from the existing parapet facades.

Fenestration and exterior detailing of new development should complement the early
twentieth century character of the streetscape.

Contrasting building materials sho uld be us ed, such a s face brick, p ainted bri ck,
smooth and roug hcast re nder and sa ndstone in a mann er that co mplements the
existing buildings in the streetscape.

Demolition of the building s behind the front facades, would not ha ve a major impact
onthe heritage q ualities st reetscape. Most b uildings ap peartoh ave been
substantially altered to th e rear and internally. Ge nerally, the configuration of the
buildings behind the front fagade is of little significance.

Architectural drawi ngs submitted  with a development ap plication mu st also
incorporate adjacent buildings showing the visual impact on the streetscape.

4. Building Heights
Proposed bu ilding hei ghts must co nsider the lik ely effect on the heritage significance of
heritage items within the immediate vicinity of the streetscape

Building heights should step down to a lower height north of Coronation L ane to
preserve the prominence of the historic civic buildings in the precinct.

Any new development should not be dominant in the streetscape directly adjacent to
the historic civic buildings -  Hornsby Court House —No. 29 2 Pacific Hi ghway
(heritage ite m1519) an d Hornsby Shire Council Chambers —No. 296 Pacific
Highway (heritage item | 520).

5. Signage

A signage strategy should be developed to minimise visual clutter of signs, develop a unified
strategy suited to th e sites and cont ext, signi ficance of the precinct an d nature oft he
proposed uses.

Original parapet facades should not be obstructed by obtrusive signage.
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e Intrusive signage, including large brightly coloured signs, should be removed.

e Signage should be locate d on parts of the building that have traditionally bee n used
for signs - th e outer e dge of susp ended awnings or a hamme r sign above the shop
front window

e Above awning signs should be avoided except where sympathetically designed and is
part of the original building design.

6. Further Investigation

Further investigation should be undertaken prior to the redevelopment of heritage listed sites
to provide an informed understanding of the cu ltural significance of the he ritage items and
contributory items within the conservation area and a heritage impact statement prepared.

Historic photographs would also assist in rest oration or sympath etic maintenance and repair
of original parapet facades and colour schemes.

A detailed fabric survey should be submitted for work involving heritage items of outstanding
significance to determine what original and significant fabric remains. The following buildings
appear to be relatively intact externally and internally and therefore, should be conserved.

e Pair of Federation Period Shops - No. 3 Jersey Street, (heritage item | 486)

e The Browsery Cottage — No. 5 Jersey Street (heritage Item | 487).

e Hornsby Cinema — No. 155 Pacific Highway (heritage item | 502)

e Shop — No. 187 Pacific Highway (heritage item |1 511)

7. Interpr etation
An interp retation st rategy shoul d be sho uld b e develop ed and in corporated intoth e
revitalisation and redevelopment of the precinct.

There is an opportunity to promote the historical and social history of the Horn sby West Side
Precinct. For example:
e Painted wall memorials on side elevations of buildings depicting an early images of
Peats Ferry Road or Coronation Street
¢ Installation of plaques in t he pavement with the d ate and original use of sig nificant
shop buildings
e Restoration of significant buildings within the precinct
e Restoration and conservation of the parapeted facades
e Encourage original uses for particular buildings (i.e bank buildings).

Conclusion
The lo cal co mmunity ide ntified the ‘village character’ and ‘h eritage fa cades’ to be the key
important aspect s of the Hornsby West Si  de Precin ct. It is one of the f ew surviving

streetscapes of early commercial buildings in Hornsby Shire Council of rare local historic and
social significance.

To retain the heritage aspects of the precinct, further planning controls should be incorporated
into the relev ant se ction of the draft Hornsby Development Control Plan as o utlined in this
report.
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Proponents of future development of th e precinct should engage suitably qualified heritage
consultant to assist  with the de sign of any pro posal taki ng into acco unt the cultu ral
significance and heritage constraints and opportunities in the precinct.



